Analysis of the Germinal Center Reaction in Tissue Sections.
Germinal centers are short-lived microanatomical compartments with essential roles in adaptive immunity. These lymphoid structures can be identified in secondary lymphoid organs using both flow cytometry and immunohistological analyses, but only the latter provides useful architectural and spatial information. Here we describe how to use immunofluorescence and immunohistochemistry with specific antibodies to precisely highlight the cellular and architectural features of germinal centers, both in human and mouse secondary lymphoid organs, and to study their normal development and disturbance in disease.